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POVERTY TRENDS HIGHLIGHTS 2013

2011 Poverty Rates and Lines by
Select Communities

Remember that the average poor
household in Canada relies on an

income that is 33 per cent below the
poverty line.

Low income measures only capture material
dimensions of poverty; poverty also manifests itself
in other ways including social exclusion, diminished
well-being, and stress.

Poverty rates and lines in select communities in Canada, 2011
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Here’s how the MBM for a family of four in Toronto is calculated:

Food = $813/month

Shelter (incl. utilities) = $1,123/month

Transportation = $366/month
Clothing = $157/month
All other expenses = $732/month

CITIZENS FOR
PUBLIC JUSTICE

Based on your own
experience and budget, do
the poverty line examples
seem low, high, or about
right? Which measure do
you think is best?
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