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Celebrant: For God so loved the world! Throughout the creation story we hear of
God’s pleasure at what has been created. Light, water, living creatures, and human
kind. God looked at it all and declared “it is good.”

Sadly, God’s wondrous creation is under threat. The impacts of climate change —
irregular and severe weather patterns, the rising and warming of the oceans,
accelerated species’ extinction — are already being felt the world over. Nowhere,
however, are the impacts more pronounced than among the world’s poorest in low-
lying island states and sub-Saharan Africa. In the far north too, first peoples in
Canada and other Arctic countries are experiencing fundamental shifts in their way
of life.

We have a chance to avert further devastation, and to assist those whose lives have
been irreversibly altered.

Every day, our political leaders make important decisions about economic and
climate policy. These decisions can either move us closer to, or farther from,
reconciliation with our ecological communities.

Together, we can learn, act, advocate, and hope for the restoration and flourishing
of God’s glorious creation.

Let us pray.
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Leader: God of Glory, God of Grace, we lament the destruction that our greed,
consumerism, and endless pursuit of “more” have wrought upon your beautiful
creation. We repent for the misguided choices that we have made and the resulting
fragility, devastation, and spoiling of your earth, your air, your seas, and your
creatures. Open our eyes, Lord, that we might follow your path.

Response: Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer.

Leader: We pray for the preservation of wildlife habitats, for the strength of old
growth forests, for the health of the oceans, and for the purity of the air.
Response: God of the wilderness, hear our prayer.

Leader: We pray for the well-being of all of the beautiful creatures of God’s great
earth, especially those that are endangered and facing extinction.*

Response: God of the Amur Leopard, hear our prayer.

Leader: We pray for our faith leaders and all faith leaders. For those who teach our
children and youth, and all who guide us on our faith journey.

Response: God of the Wood Poppy, hear our prayer.

Leader: We pray for those in government: our municipal leaders, our premiers and

MPPs/MLAs, and those who represent us in Canada's parliament, that you might
give them wisdom and courage to discern your will and your way.

Response: God of the atmosphere, hear our prayer.
Leader: We pray for government leaders from around the world, for people of faith,

and for environmentalists. May they all be guided by your goodness, your wisdom,
and your grace.

Response: God of the North Atlantic Right Whale, hear our prayer.

Leader: Lord, we ask that, with our support and encouragement, our elected
leaders might pursue policies that support the well-being of the earth and all its
creatures, that they will generously support those whose lives have been most
profoundly impacted by climate change, and that they will contribute willingly to
fund adaptation and mitigation commitments in the Global South.

Response: God of the oceans, hear our prayer.
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Leader: We pray for people throughout the world, that we all may hear the cries of
your fragile earth. That we might hear the thundering of glaciers and oceans, and
melodies of the streams. The calls of birds of the air, the songs of the seas, and the
howls and chirps of all those creatures which roam the hills and valleys of the
Earth.

Response: God of the Mountain Gorilla, hear our prayer.

Leader: We pray that we might structure our lives, our livelihoods, and our
economies in ways that respect and preserve the Earth.

Response: God of the Polar Bear, hear our prayer.

Leader: We pray that we might think beyond ourselves and our current desires,
mindful of the needs of peoples across the planet and future generations.
Response: God of the Sumatran Rhino, hear our prayer.

Leader: We pray that we might offer ourselves in concrete acts of sacrifice and
dedication to the health and well-being of the earth, the skies, and the seas.
Response: God of the Leatherback Turtle, hear our prayer.

Leader: We pray that we might respond to God's urgent call to care for creation and

to advocate on behalf of the voiceless plants, animals, water systems, and
ecosystems.

Response: God of the Monarch Butterfly, hear our prayer.
Leader: As our world leaders make decisions about the direction of our economies
and our climate, we pray that we all might be guided by your goodness and grace.

Response: God of the universe, hear our prayer.

*According to the World Wildlife Fund, the following animals are critically endangered: Amur Leopard, Black
Rhino, Cross River Gorilla, Hawksbill Turtle, Javan Rhino, Leatherback Turtle, Mountain Gorilla, Pangolin, Saola,
South China Tiger, Sumatran Elephant, Sumatran Orangutan, Sumatran Rhino, Sumatran Tiger, Vaquita, Western
Lowland Gorilla, Yangtze Finless Porpoise. Many others are endangered, vulnerable, and threatened.
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