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Gerald Vandezande named to Order
of Canada

For immediate release— August 22, 2001
TORONTO-Itiswith great delight that Citizensfor Public Justice congratul ates Gerald

V andezande on being awarded the Order of Canadatoday .

“Geraddiseminently deserving of thishonour,” says CPJExecutive Director Harry Kits,
caling Vandezandeatirel essadvocatefor social justicein Canada

“Itiswonderful to see Gerald recognized, to see, through him, thework of Citizensfor
Public Justicerecognized, and to seethat work for justiceisaffirmed in Canadatoday.”

V andezande was afounding member of Citizensfor Public Justice and spent 35 years
under our publicjustice banner —as Executive Director and later Nationd Public Affairs
Director. Heretired in 1998 after an extensive speaking tour of Canadato celebrate CPJ s
35th anniversary.

CPJwasfounded predominantly by Dutchimmigrantsof the Reformedfaith. Their
primary focuswas on theissuesmost significant to their community —education and labour.
Over time, Gerad, hiscolleaguesand the supporting community devel oped an understanding
of publicjusticethat included issuesof concernto all Canadians. Aborigina rightsand an
economy of careemerged as primary themesthat continueto thisday. Morecurrent issues
includerefugee concernsand child poverty. Even asissuesbroadened, so did national mem-

bership acrossadiverse Christian community. Tiesweremade acrossfaithsand coaitions
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wereformed around particular issues. Citizensfor Public Justiceisnow awidely ecumenical,
public policy organization highly respected by Membersof Parliament, provincid paliticians,
senior civil servantsand other decision-makersacross Canada
“Gerdd sfaithissuch aliving part of him, hewas ableto grow and continueto open
new doorsin adeepening understanding of the Gospel call for justice,” saysHarry Kits. “He
hasleft usarichlegacy, even ashe continuesto publish and speak out onjusticeissuesin his
retirement. Citizensfor Public Justice could not be happier he hasbeen awarded inthisway.”
ThePublic Justice Resource Centre, CPJ ssister organi zation, published speeches
Gerald gaveto celebrate CPJ s 35th anniversary. Justice Not Just Us: Faith Per spectives
and National Priorities, received funding in part from the Atkinson Foundation, in recognition
of the society-transforming messageit contains.
O Abiography andCV follows,
O A photoisavailableonthe CPIJwebsite at www.cpj.ca

O Or at higher resolution by emailing cpj.cpj.ca, or calling 416-979-2443 ext 28.
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