[Organization/Church Name] calls on [people of city] to Give it up for the Earth!
(ie. St. John’s Anglican calls on Haligonians to Give it up for the Earth!)
Local Christians reducing their emissions and calling for climate justice.
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
[City, Province]: Date, 2017 — [Organization/Church Name] is organizing an event in [city] for Give it up for the Earth!, a Lenten faith-in-action campaign for climate justice. 
	Where:
	When:
	Who:

Give it up for the Earth! will signal to the government that Canadians – especially Canadian Christians – are prepared to make lifestyle changes in order to reduce our GHG emissions. It also includes a call to government to match and exceed these actions with policy changes that will move us further and faster towards international climate change goals.
The campaign is being organized by Citizens for Public Justice (CPJ), a national, faith-based public policy organization based in Ottawa.

[Insert brief quote by the local organizer group of your community event.]
The practice of fasting during the 40 days leading up to Easter has evolved over the years and many Christians now mark Lent by “giving up” a bad habit or distracting practice. 
Throughout Lent (March 1–April 13, 2017), churches, religious congregations, and faith-based organizations across Canada will be holding public engagement events and collecting postcards. 
“Lent provides us space to reflect and refocus, tune-in to our Christian calling, and renew our commitment to God,” said CPJ’s senior policy analyst, Karri Munn-Venn. “By participating in Give it up for the Earth!, people of faith have an opportunity to make a meaningful sacrifice while also making their voices heard.”
The Give it up for the Earth! campaign is centred on a postcard that includes:
· a pledge to individual climate action, and
· a call for more far-reaching national climate policy.
Climate change is negatively impacting physical, biological, and human systems everywhere. Further warming presents increased risk to coastal systems and low-lying areas, marine systems, food security and production systems, urban and rural inhabitants (particularly the poor), economic sectors and services, and human security.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Completed Give it up for the Earth! postcards will be returned to CPJ for delivery to the Minister of Environment and Climate Change, Catherine McKenna, at a campaign closing event to mark Earth Day in April.
-30-
For more information, go to www.cpj.ca/for-the-earth or contact [Name] at [email] or [phone number].
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