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Date
Dear [MP]
I have been following Canadian action on climate change closely throughout COP21. As I see it, Christ-following citizens should strive for climate justice by becoming protectors of creation and working in solidarity with those most vulnerable to a changing climate—especially those in regions of Canada and foreign states where economies are weaker than our own.
The Paris Agreement emphasizes principles of equity and responsibility based on circumstance, that echo certain aspects of the Christian demand for justice. It calls for emissions to decrease to net zero by the second half of this century in order to limit temperature increases to well below 2°C above pre-industrial levels. It mobilizes billions of dollars to help developing nations transition to renewable energy and adapt to the negative impacts of climate change. 
Although the Agreement itself is not perfect, it is the starting point that the world has needed in order to begin to take concerted global steps towards addressing the threat of climate change. I am pleased that Canada took steps towards climate justice throughout COP21 negotiations by
· endorsing an ambitious 1.5°C global warming limit;
· promising $2.65 billion over the next five years to support developing countries’ transition to low carbon economies;
· joining the Carbon Pricing Leadership Coalition (whose goal is to expand the use of effective carbon pricing policies); 
· recognizing the necessary input of Canadian Indigenous leaders; and
· committing to meet with premiers by March 11 to construct a pan-Canadian climate change framework.
Now Canada needs to quickly turn these bold words into strong policies and concrete plans for action on climate change. 
I urge you to support ambitious federal legislative steps, based on the principles of the Paris Agreement, that will lead to strong climate action in Canada. I expect the Honourable Minister of the Environment and Climate Change to propose an ambitious national policy that clearly establishes the federal leadership role and defines expectations for federal, provincial, and territorial action. An ambitious framework should put a price on carbon and promote renewable energy, and must include a national emissions reduction target at least as bold as the US Administration’s intention to reduce emissions 42% below 2005 levels by 2030. 
In his address at COP21, Prime Minister Trudeau stated that, “A Paris agreement should reflect a new reality.”  How will the federal government take national leadership to ensure that Canada takes equitable responsibility in global efforts to achieve climate justice? 
Sincerely,
[Name]
[Address, including Postal code]

Fast facts on current Canadian emissions reduction ambition: 
· During the 2015 Federal election, political parties campaigned on the following emissions reductions targets: 
· Conservative Party: 30% below 2005 by 2030
· Green Party: 40% below 2005 by 2025, and 80% below 1990 by 2050
· NDP: 34% below 1990 by 2025, and 80% below 1990 by 2050
· Liberal Party: no concrete target mentioned
· Current Canadian emissions reduction target is 30% below 2005 by 2030, set by the Conservative government in May 2015. In December, Canada’s Minister of Environment and Climate Change stated that this target will be viewed as “the floor” for further action. 
· Canada’s new federal government should not leave our nation’s response to our international commitments for emissions reductions up to the vagaries of different provincial whims, pressures from regional industry groups or special interests.
· At COP21, Canada endorsed an ambitious 1.5°C global warming limit, which would require global decarbonisation by 2050.
· Prime Minister Trudeau has promised to meet with Premiers within 90 days of COP21 (i.e. before March 11, 2016) to begin work on a pan-Canadian climate change framework with national emissions-reduction targets and a concrete plan to reach them.
· Under the 2009 Copenhagen accord, the United States pledged to reduce emissions to 17% below 2005 by 2020, 42% below 2005 by 2030, and 83% below 2005 by 2050. Prior to COP21 (November 2015), the U.S. pledged emissions reductions of 26-28% below 2005 by 2025. Canada could view these targets as a minimal baseline for its own emissions reduction ambition.
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